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surance or taxation got no further because of the bitter
hostility of the American Medical Association. A minor ad-
vance, however, occurred in 1930 when the Hygienic Labo-
ratory, dating from 1901, was reconstituted as the National
Institute of Health, and under direction of the United States
surgeon-general inaugurated a research program into human
diseases.

The deepening of the Depression worsened conditions. In
1932-1933, for example, investigations showed that the
highest sickness rate occurred among wage-earning families
which had suffered abrupt losses in income and living stand-
ards, while in general it stood about forty per cent higher
among the jobless than among the full-time employed.
Childhood and youth naturally remained the principal vic-
tims, and in these years undoubtedly were sown many of
the causes that led to the rejection in 1940-1941 by army
medical examiners of almost half the first two million regis-
trants examined under selective service.* To add to the
difficulties, tax-supported municipal health centers in places
like Detroit, Dayton and Los Angeles had to shut their doors
for lack of funds. Even in 1929 half the nation's physicians
had earned net incomes below three thousand dollars, and
by 1932 the average doctor found himself idle between a
third and half of his working time. Their own earnings
dwindling, physicians grumbled at devoting their skill to
charity practice and sometimes refused. In 1933 local units
of the FERA undertook to pay private doctors to furnish
free medical aid to patients on relief, but so pressing proved
the need that this program was virtually swamped in the
twenty-six states attempting it.

The New Deal envisioned but did not achieve a com-
prehensive program solving the basic problem of medical

* American Youth Commission, Youth and the Future (Wash., 1942) , 189.
This high rate of unfitness, like that disclosed in 1917 when a third of those
examined for the draft were rejected on medical grounds, momentarily shocked
public opinion. Under the urgencies of the Second World War these initial
high standards were later modified.